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Front Cover — 
Photographer: Tom Patullo 


on the long weekend in March 1968. : , . 

From left to right are Alison Bubb, Margery Bubb, David Bubb, Jack Kellam, Gillian Bubb, Phil 
Richardson, Mavis Kellam, Glenise Moors, Rob Moors (?), Bill and Millie Reid, Peter Ellis and 
closest to the Echidna is Colin Bubb. How many people did you recognize ? 


Seeing that this is the Anniversary issue here is a nostalgic photo. It is from the Bullarto camp-out 
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Editor’s note 


Congratulations to us! Our Club is celebrating its 50th birthday this month, and in this issue you 
will find photcopied minutes from the Club’s earliest meetings. I’ll bet that none of those present 
at those meetings guessed that it would be possible one day to make such photocopies, and how 
changed a world the Club would survive to see 50 years later. I see at least two major changes to 
the natural domain since those days: first, there are many more professional scientists looking at 
our flora and fauna; and second, there is less of flora and fauna to see. One thing that has not 
changed, it seems to me, is that it is as important as ever that we have good naturalists, making 
accurate observations and records, blowing the whistle when the natural world is being threatened, 
expressing their opinions on and feelings about future developments, and making themselves 
available to speak as the experts on the local environment. As a relative newcomer to the Club, I 
can say to those who have been here for more (or, in some cases, all) of the Club’s 50 years, 
“Well done. Let us make the next 50 years as good.” 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. Back 
issues are available at a cost of 80 cents each. Complete sets are available at $ 8.00 for each 
volume. The above prices do not include postage. 


The Passing of Bill Perry 


Bill Perry, a foundation member of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, passed away 
on Sunday 5 March 1995 at the age of 83. 

Born on 22 August 1911 Bill was a widely respected authority on the flora and 
history of the Bendigo Whipstick, adjacent to and north of his beloved Eaglehawk. 
Bill was proud of his Cornish heritage, and grew up in, and lived all his life in 
Eaglehawk with his wife Gwen. 

He took a scholarly interest in the town’s and the Whipstick’s mining history which 
resulted in his highly regarded ‘Tales of the Whipstick’ first published in 1975 and 
reprinted in 1978. It was a detailed account of the various alluvial rushes to the 
Whipstick gullies, along with the pubs and shanties and personalities who frequented 
the Whipstick years ago. His grandfather, Samuel Bartlett, was the manger of the 
very rich South New Moon mine in Sailor’s Gully. 

As a young man Bill was a keen member of the Eaglehawk Rifle Club and it was here 
that he first developed his interest in botany. Between shoots he looked around the 
surrounding bush and was intrigued by the wide variety of plant life. Eventually his 
interest in plants totally supplanted his interest in shooting, and he was greatly 
influenced further by David Paton’s list of Whipstick flora which appeared in “The 
Victorian Naturalist’ in 1924. 

In those happy and far off days, Bill was particularly interested in the Spider Orchids 
of Central Victoria, and later on made an intensive study of Central Victoria’s 
Acacias, publishing many articles and notes in “The Victorian Naturalist’. In March 
1938, Bill wrote a note in “The Argus’ enquiring if there were any other people 
interested in sharing his pursuits around Bendigo. Through this he met many people 
who were to become foundation members of the Bendigo Field Nats. 

Through his interest in the wattles, Bill had a close association with the State 
Herbarium and the Royal Botanical Gardens and their botanists. 

Naturalists visiting Bendigo were often shown through the Whipstick, in particular 
the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria of which he was a Life Member. 

A Life Member too of the Bendigo Field Nats, Bill was the Club’s first librarian. 

In later years Bill Perry made a close study of grasses and spiders. Indeed, his 
photography of spiders was outstanding and included much microscopic work. 

Bill Perry was always aware that beauty was as important as science, and he was able 
to enjoy it in good prose, poetry and the delicate beauty of a Spider Orchid. This 
simplicity in outlook, in the best sense of the word, is best summed up, in the words 
of that great old Australian writer Mary Grant Bruce: 


‘‘All through his life he kept his heart unchanged within him - the simple 
honest heart of a little child. And ever, throughout his life, the Bush called 
to him and he heard it.” 

Bill Perry is dead but his work shall live on. 

We pay tribute and honour him. 


John Ipsen and Ray Wallace 


A Bird by Any Other Name 
Author: Tom Burton 


About twenty years ago, we awoke one morning, shocked to learn that Blue Wrens were 
thenceforth Superb Fairy-wrens and that Stone-curlews had become Thick-knees. Since the 
publication of the Recommended English Names list (REN), birdohs have been struggling to come 
to grips with strange names for our birds, some of them improvements - or at least some people 
thought so - others awful. In 1994 a review of the REN was held, partly in response to changes in 
our knowledge of species (for example, the recognition that there are two species of White-tailed 
Black Cockatoo), and partly in response to the unpopularity of some names. As part of the 
review, Australia’s birdohs were given a say in the names to be applied to 24 species in a poll in 
which a number of Bendigo field nats voted. 


These 24 species were divided into two groups - category 1 consisted of bird names which would 
be chosen by a simple majority vote, whilst category 2 consisted of names which were considered 
preferable by the RAOU, and which could be changed only if there were an overwhelming vote 
against them. The results of the voting, published in “Wingspan” March 1995, were as follows. 


Category 1 (note: the “winning” name, now the official name, is written in capitals in each case. 
The two Black Cockatoo species were lumped together for voting purposes.) 


RAJAH SHELDUCK 665 vs White-headed Shelduck 590 
Maned Duck 334 AUSTRALIAN WOOD DUCK 944 
Pacific Heron 342 WHITE-NECKED HERON 947 
Rufous Night Heron 503 NANKEEN NIGHT HERON 783 
AUSTRALIAN HOBBY 652 Little Falcon 635 
Australian Kestrel 561 NANKEEN KESTREL 732 
Australian Crake 518 AUSTRALIAN SPOTTED CRAKE 718 
Thick-knee 164 STONE -CURLEW 1133 
Black-fronted Plover 219 BLACK-FRONTED DOTTEREL 1048 
Pink Cockatoo 454 MAJOR MITCHELL’S COCKATOO 844 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 427 SHORT-BILLED BLACK-COCKATOO = 769 
Baudin’s ‘ LONG-BILLED iy 

Hylacola 488 HEATHWREN 790 
Calamanthus 475 FIELDWREN 798 
Yellow-eyed Cuckoo-shrike 273 BARRED CUCKOO-SHRIKE 933 


Category 2 (note: none of the names will be changed as a result of the vote, apart from minor 
alterations discussed below. The first name listed will be retained in each case.) 


Black-necked Stork 805 Indo-Pacific Jabiru 443 

Pacific Baza 608 Pacific Crested Hawk 656 
Latham’s Snipe 541 Japanese Snipe 703 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove 638 Brown Pigeon 613 
Emerald Dove 923 Green-winged Pigeon 329, 
White-throated Needletail 400 Spine-tailed Swift 859 
Magpie-lark 837 Mudlark 44] 
Gerygone 588 Warbler 614 Flyeater 61 
Thrush 404 Ground-thrush 604 Scaly-thrush 251 


The results from category 1 are straightforward, and the capitalised names are now the 
recommended names. From category 2, the Australian Magpie-lark is now just Magpie-lark, and 
the White’s Scaly Ground Mountain Thrush (as I like to call it) is now the Bassian Thrush. 

Where the vote against the current REN was overwhelming, e.g., in favour of “Spine-tailed Swift” 
the RAOU will make recommendations to the international committee looking into the English 
names . 


How do you like the new name changes? We all have our pet hates and likings. “Thick-knee” had 
to go (our bird is now the Bush Stone-curlew). On the other hand, I quite liked “‘Hylacola” and 
“Calamanthus” as euphonious and Australian, in the sense that they did not refer to European 
birds. “Magpie-lark” I still regard as an abomination, with its three consecutive stressed syllables. 
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I’m glad that the obsolete word “nankeen” is back, even though it is totally inappropriate (nankeen 
is a bright yellow, and we apply it to birds that are chestnut or rufous). It was very nice to have a- 
chance to vote for the names we wanted, and if the names I wanted did not come up every time, the 
process was at least mostly democratic. However we feel, we are stuck with the “new” names for 
some time to come, as these are the names that will be used in field guides and periodicals, 
including Whirrakee. 


Bird Notes and Observations 
Author: Bird Observer Group 


Observations 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (40) flying over Derrimut Road, White Hills, 5/4/95 
Australian Kestrel (3) between East Loddon College and Calivil Road, 13/3/95 
Brown Falcon (1) between East Loddon College and Calivil Road, 13/3/95 
Collared Sparrowhawk (1) Rohs Road, White Hills, 10/3/95 
;” es (1) Guys Hill Road, Strathfieldsaye, 31/3/95 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater (8) Dodder Track, Wellsford Forest, 17/3/95 
Tawny Frogmouth (1) Guys Hill Road, Strathfieldsaye, 27/3/95 
Diamond Firetail (1) Costas Road, Mandurang State Forest, 29/3/95 

4 ” (1) Abbots Road, Eppalock, 7/4/95 

% ” (1) near Milkmaid Flat, Mandurang State Forest, 8/4/95 
New Holland Honeyeater (1) Guys Hill Road, Strathfieldsaye, 29/3/95 
White-eared Honeyeater (1) Guys Hill Road, One Tree Hill R.P., 31/3/95 
Crimson Rosella (1) One Tree Hill R.P., 4/4/95 
Golden Whistler (1) Big Hill Range, Mandurang South, 27/3/95 

- R (1) Pioneer Road, One Tree Hill R.P., 4/4/95 
Willie Wagtail (aberrant plumage) (1) between Marong & Newbridge, 5/4 & 6/4/95 
Bassian Thrush (1) Heathcote, 7/4/95 
Eastern Spinebill (1) Cootamundra Place, Junortoun, 27/3/95 
Rainbow Bee-eater (1) Junortoun, 23/3/95 
Musk Lorikeet (approximately 30) Cootamundra Place, Junortoun, 24/3/95 
Little Lorikeet (4) Cootamundra Place, Junortoun, 24/3/95 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet (heard) Cootamundra Place, Junortoun, 24/3/95 
Black-eared Cuckoo (1) Cootamundra Place, Junortoun, 28/2 - 19/3/95 


Notes 

With winter approaching and the current cold snap of weather, we have already recorded some 
altitudinal migrant species, such as Golden Whistlers and the Eastern Spinebill. 

The aberrantly plumaged Willie Wagtail had white head feathers, a white abdomen, a black bar 
across the chest, white feathers in the tail and white on the underside of each wing. The back and 
nape were generally black/grey, and the wings and tail were predominantly black. The beak was 
bone-coloured, whilst the legs were grey, with orange-coloured feet. Its behaviour and calls were 
identical to that of normal Willie Wagtails, and the bird seemed to be paired with a normal Willie 
Wagtail.. 

Basan Thrush are typically found in moist gullies with lush vegetation. Previous records in the 
district are from Mt Alexander and wet gullies at Pilchers Bridge and Big Hill Range, so the 
sighting at Heathcote, on a dry ridge, was most unusual, particularly in such dry conditions. 

Grey Box is now flowering throughout much of the district, attracting several species of birds, 
including the Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters reported from the Wellsford Forest and the Musk, Little 
and Purple-crowned Lorikeets reported from the Junortoun area. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of newsletters and magazines: some by subscription and 
some in exchange for Whirrakee. These are available from the Club librarian at our meetings. 


ANH (Australian Museum Trust) Autumn 1995 


‘The Bat with the Stereo Nose’ by Les Hall and Jack Pettigrew reports that "recent observations 
of the Queensland Tube-nosed Bats seem to indicate that their appearance is not the only 
remarkable thing about them". Details are given of their appearance, distribution, habitat and 
behaviour. 


‘Crown-of-Thorns’ by Karen McGhee outlines the possibility of another plague of these starfish 
affecting the Great Barrier Reef. For the past year it has been reported that juvenile populations 
are increasing in the middle section of the Reef. Fears are held for the future of the slow 
growing corals which may not be able to survive frequent attacks from the Crown-of-thorns 


Starfish. 


‘Search for the Central Rock-rat’ by Dave Wurst points out that this rodent is very rare indeed, 
with no sightings for the last 35 years. Is this the result of competition from introduced species, 
or was the Central Rock-rat endangered long before the arrival of Europeans in Australia? A 
project to rediscover the species was undertaken by the Conservation Commission of the 
Northern Territory. 


‘Frogs and Drugs’ by Michael Tyler gives details of drug discoveries which have followed 
research into secretions from the skin glands of frogs and toads. These secretions contain many 
different chemical compounds, and much further research will need to be done to find out if any 
of these may be beneficial. 


THE BIRD OBSERVER (BOCA) No. 750 March 1995 


‘What, no Flamingos? Birding in Zimbabwe’ by Mary Burbidge describes the many joys - ‘332 
avian joys and 43 mammalian and reptilian joys’- seen during her three weeks of travels in 
Zimbabwe and Botswana. Many different habitats provided a marvellous variety of species. 


‘To the Daintree... and Back’ by Ken Shingleton reports on an ‘owl-spotting’ trip from Kempsey 
in New South Wales to far north Queensland. Contact with fellow bird watchers en route 
provided excellent opportunities for many species new to the travellers to be recorded. But the 
Barking Owls proved to be very elusive! 


‘Birds like these rarities too!’ by Rodger Elliot points out that “Australia’s endangered plants 
need to be better known and although it is more important for them to be conserved in their 
natural habitat we can also enjoy them in our gardens. A number of these species are excellent 
for providing food for our vile ntd 3 Some of these are described in the article. 


This issue of The Bird Observer also includes the BOCA Catalogue of ee eS the 1995 
selection of cassettes, compact discs and videos. 


Also received this month: 


Conservation News: Australian Conservation Foundation Newsletter, Feb.1995. 
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Flesh-eating Plants of Bendigo 
Author: J.W.Kellam 
Reprinted form Vol. 1, No.2 of ‘The Bendigo Naturalist’ 


Introduced by Tom Patullo 


The article below is typical of the late Jack Kellam’s contributions for ‘The Bendigo Naturalist , 
one of the many which he wrote for the above, showing a glimpse of his vast and intricate 
knowledge of nature around us. 

He loved the bush and knew it well and all the creatures therein. 

Our well loved Johnny passed away on the twenty-sixth of April. 


All animals including insects depend entirely on plants for their food, some directly by feeding on 
plants, and others such as the carnivores, by eating other animals that feed on plants. 

This is not surprising, but to find a plant that feeds on animals is both remarkable and unique. In 
and around Bendigo we have at least 5 species of plants that do just this. These plants belong to 
the family Droseraceae and are better known by their common name as Sundews. Droseraceae is a 
small family of four genera and about 88 species the greater majority of which belong to the genus 
Drosera, to which the 5 Bendigo species belong. 

Other plants throughout the world with this carnivorous habit include Venus’s Fly Trap (Dionaea 
muscipula) of N. America and the famous Pitcher Plant (Nepenthe sp.) of N.E. Australia, Borneo, 
and other islands to the North of Australia, and Cephalotus sp. of W.A. 


The genus Drosera is well represented in Australia, and 9 species occur in Victoria. It gets its 
name from the Greek - “droseros’, meaning dewy. The leaves of the plant are surrounded by 
many long glandular hairs or tentacles which secrete a dewy fluid from the glands at the top of the 
hair. These glands shine and glisten in the sunlight which gives rise to the common name of 
Sundew. These hairs or tentacles are also the means by which the plant captures small insects, 
ants, spiders, etc. upon which it feeds. The insect is attracted to the leaf probably by the odour of 
the sticky fluid secreted by the glands, and becomes stuck. The struggles of the insect to release 
itself excite the irritable or sensitive tentacles into action. They gradually bend over and enclose the 
insect in a firm grip, at the same time discharging a secretion which kills and digests the insect for 
the nourishment of the plant. Many species of insect remains can be found on examining the 
leaves of most Sundews. These may include many Mosquitos, Beetles, Flies and sometimes 
insects as large as a Blowfly. Why is it necessary for these plants to digest insects ? The answer 
is not easy to find. Many plants grow on damp nitrogen-deficient soils, and may make up for this 
by consuming the protein content of the insects. Also the plant may have little if afy chlorophyll in 
its leaves which vary in colour from greenish-yellow to reddish. Without this necessary 
chlorophyll the plant would not be able to manufacture the sugars and starches which form the 
foods of most plants. Maybe some day scientists will come up with a definite answer for these 
interesting and remarkable plants. 

The following 5 species of Drosera are common near Bendigo, all have glandular hairy leaves, 5 
petals, 3 branched forked styles, and may be distinguished as follows: - 


Drosera whittakeri (Scented Sundew). Leaves spoon-shaped in a basal rosette on the ground. 
Flowers large (1” diam), pure white, sometimes sweet scented, borne singly on stems up 
to 1” high, generally only one flower open at a time, flowering August - October. 

Drosera glanduligera (Scarlet Sundew). Dwarf hairy plant up to 2” high, leaves orbicular in a 
basal rosette on the ground. Flowers red, 2-10 in a terminal raceme, flowering Sept. - 
Nov. 

Drosera planchonii [now called D. macrantha, ed.] (Climbing Sundew). Stems slender, trailing or 
twining, 1-11/2 feet long. Leaves orbicular, cup-shaped along the stem, attached at the 
centre to a very slender pedicle (peltate). Flowers several, pink or white in a terminal 
raceme, sepals hairy, flowering August - December. 

Drosera auriculata {now called D. peltata ssp. auriculata, ed.| (Tall Sundew). Erect plant up to 12” tall, 
leaves auriculate (ear-shaped) along the stem, flowers pink or white in a terminal raceme, 
sepals smooth and glabrous, flowering September - November. 

Drosera peltata (Pale Sundew). Plant similar to the preceding but paler and distinguished from it 
by the densely hairy sepals, flowering Sept. - November. 


[A picture of the Pale Sundew accompanied the article] 
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specimen of Sida corrugata kept in the minute book.] 
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Diary 


All general and Bird Observers Group meetings are held at the Department of Food and 
Agriculture, corner Taylor Street and Midland Highway Epsom, unless otherwise indicated. 


Anniversary Dinner (in place of the May General Meeting) 


Wednesday 10th May ’95 

At the Burnett Lounge Dining Room, La Trobe University, Osborne Street, Bendigo 
Time: 7pm 

Guest Speaker: Dr Malcolm Calder “What it means to be a Field Naturalist” 

Cost $ 20.- BYO 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday May 5, 7:30pm 
Speaker: David Marcollo will speak on searching for Paradise Parrots 
Bird of the Night: Rufous Songlark 


Friday June 2, 7:30pm 
Speaker: John Robinson will talk on the wildlife of Puckapunyal 
Bird of the Night: White-winged Triller 


Friday July 7, 7:30pm 

Ray Wallace will give a talk on some birds and habitats to the north of Bendigo and how some 
species have increased/decreased in numbers over the saa 

Bird of the Night: Owlet Nightjar 


Excursion 

Sunday May 14. 

Destination: Rheola, Burke’s Flat 

Leader: Lance Costin 

Meet at the Ministry of Education Canines Havlin Street, Bendigo at 10am 
The trip will cover also 130km. Bring morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. 


Mid Murray Field Naturalists Club Campout 
June 9 - 12. 

Venue: O’Bree Mallee Fowl Reserve, Boundary Bend. 
Leader: R. Chick. (Tel. 050 321634) 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as elltonr members either bring a plate or pay $1 for 
supper. This small amount is unise by the treasurer to reimburse members who purchase essential 
Supper supplies. 


ta 


The photo below is from nearly the same period as the one on the front. It was also taken by Tom 
Patullo in about 1965 or 1966 on a camp-out to Wyperfeld National Park on the June long 
weekend. 


‘The field naturalists from left to right are: 
Bob Allen, Anne Handley, Sho Takasuka, Keith Handley, Ken Maes, Jack Ipsen, Millie Reid, 
Peter Ellis, Bill Reid, Bruce Chisholm, not known, Ms Ipsen, Gillian Bubb, David Bubb, not 
known, David Gill, Alison Bubb, Jean Ipsen, Margery Bubb, not known. 


Peter Ellis is responsible for the identification of these people. You are welcome to write in to tell 
us who the unknown participants are or who do you think the ones he identified really are. 


_ Mr & Mrs R Allen 
15-20 Houston 8t 
| BENDIGO VIC 3550 


